
This is the testimony of Agathe, a survivor of the Rwandan genocide�

,�KDYH�RQO\�RQH�FKLOG��+H�LV�D�SHUPDQHQW�UHPLQGHU�RI�WKH������JHQRFLGH��

2Q� ��WK� $SULO� ������ ,� ZDV� YLVLWLQJ� P\� VLVWHU�� 7KH� QH[W� PRUQLQJ� DV� ,� WULHG� WR� UHWXUQ�

KRPH�� ,�DV�VWRSSHG�DW�D� URDGEORFN��7KH�RQO\� WKRXJKW� ,�KDG��ZDV� WKDW� LI� WKH�NLOOLQJV�

KDG�VWDUWHG��ZKLFK�,�GRXEWHG��WKHQ�,�ZLVKHG�WR�GLH�ZLWK�P\�SDUHQWV��

0\� VLVWHU� KDG� D�+XWX� KXVEDQG�� +H�ZHQW� WR� KLGH� KHU� ZLWK� KLV� UHODWLYHV�DQG� WKLV� LV�

ZKHQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�EHFDPH�ZRUVH�IRU�PH��,�ZDV�FKDVHG�DZD\�IURP�KLV�KRXVH��DQG�KH�

WRRN�PH�WR�KLGH�LQ�DQRWKHU�SODFH��%HLQJ�DZD\�IURP�P\�VLVWHU��KH�WRRN�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�

WR�UDSH�PH��:KHUHYHU�KH�WRRN�PH�,�ZDV�FKDVHG�DZD\��VR�KH�EURXJKW�PH�EDFN�WR�KLV�

KRPH��+H�PDGH�PH�KLV�ZLIH��DQG�,�IHOO�SUHJQDQW��

7KH�PDQ�WROG�PH�WKDW�P\�VLVWHU�KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG��,�ZDV�VDG�EXW�,�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�O\LQJ�

WR�PH��$IWHU�WKH�ZDU��,�IRXQG�WKDW�VKH�KDG�UHDOO\�GLHG��,�OHDUQW�WKDW�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG�

E\� KHU� LQ�ODZV�� WKH� YHU\� SHRSOH� ZKR� ZHUH� VXSSRVHG� WR� SURWHFW� KHU�� :KHQ� ,�

FRQIURQWHG� P\� FDSWRU� DIWHU� WKH� JHQRFLGH� DERXW� WKH� GHDWK� RI� P\� VLVWHU� KH� GHQLHG�

HYHU\WKLQJ��)HDULQJ�WKDW�,�PD\�LPSOLFDWH�KLP�LQ�FRXUW��EHFDXVH�KLV�UHODWLYHV�KDG�NLOOHG�

P\�VLVWHU��KH�GLVDSSHDUHG��

,�ZDV�UHVFXHG�LQ�-XO\�������,�ZDV�WDNHQ�WR�DQ�RUSKDQDJH�ZKHUH�,�VWD\HG�XQWLO�,�JDYH�

ELUWK�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������7KH�RUSKDQDJH�DVNHG�WR�OHDYH��DQG�WR�WDNH�WKH�FKLOG�WR�LWV�

IDWKHU��,�ZDV�RQO\����\HDUV�ROG��,�ZHQW�WR�P\�FRXVLQ�LQVWHDG��EXW�KH�FKDVHG�PH�DZD\�

DV�ZHOO�VD\LQJ�KH�FRXOGQ¶W�ORRN�DIWHU�D�FKLOG�RI�DQ interahamwe��

7KH�*RYHUQPHQW�JDYH�PH�D�KRXVH��,�QRZ�OLYH�ZLWK�P\�VRQ�DQG�IRXU�RWKHU�RUSKDQV�

IURP�P\�IDPLO\��,�GHFLGHG�WR�KDYH�DQ�$,'6�WHVW��DQG�,�IRXQG�WKDW�,�DP�+,9�SRVLWLYH��,�

GLVFRYHUHG�WKLV�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�WKDW�EULQJV�SHRSOH�OLNH�PH�WR�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�

LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPIRUW�XV�DQG�KHOS�XV�ZKHUH�SRVVLEOH�LQ�RXU�GDLO\�OLYHV�
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